
�����������	��
�������� �
�����������	
���

�

��������������	�
���������	
��	���������������������
������������������������������������� !
��"��������������	#�

�

$���������%�&����$����� �����'���������
��������������������������������������
	����������&�����""���������(�	&)�
 �����'�*��"���+����#�,,��������
-���������	#�
�
���������	
��������	�����������
������������������������.�%���!�,�������
���/�����*�0����� ����'��#�
�
$1��*������$����2������������"���������
�����	
��*�'����3��������������������
�������������4��%����"���0��"�����5!
������������ �����0������ �#���
"���������#��'��

���������	
��	��������	
	
���	�����	��	����	�������	�����	���	����	����
��������	��� ������!	" 	���	�����#�	���	��	�$�
$��������	��	����	���	������	%�	%���	��	�����
���	&�!	����	'���	��	�$��(	�����	���	)�(�	
�����!	*��	%��(�	 ��	���	�&�	��	������	��	��	
�$������	"�����������	*������	+  ����	���	��	��	
���	"������������	)�(�	,��$����	����!		'�	
%���	����	����	���(�	�����	 ��������	����������	
%����	-�������	��%	�� ��������	.����	������	
���	������	���	-������!	+�������	"	����(	%�	����	
�	����	�������	$������	���	"	���(	 ��%���	��	
������	���	��	���	��� ������					
	
���	�����	�������	%��	��	���	 ����%	���	

�������	�������������	������	����������	
��������	*�����	/!	*����	��	��%	���	
��	
,�����	0	1���	2��������!	*��	%���	����	���	
�����	��	 ����	��$������	3����	4������!		*�����	
���	%������	�	�����	���	 ��	���	�������	
%����	��	��������	��	����	��%�������!	
	
���	����	��$��	"	%�����	��	�������	��	���	

��	�����	���	���	5678	,�������	0	��� ���
����!		�	���	���	��$� ����	(��%�	
�����(�	
%���	��	�������	���	5678	,�������	0	��� ������	
%����	�����	%�������	��	��������	��	2�����
����������	����	����	%���	��	2����2��������	����
���	���	��� �������	���	%���	��	���$�������	 ��	
�	�����	$������	� 	���	$�������!	'�	������	����	
�������	%���	��$�������	������9���	�����	
��� �������	��	���$	�$	��	���	$����	���	���	
 ��	�  ���!	" 	���	���	����	$������	��	(��%	
�������	%��	��	���	%���	��	��������	�����	
$�����	���	�	�������	�����	������	(��%!	
		
����(�:	'�#��	���	���	���	+������	5;��:	
	

������


�������������������������
�������������������

*�����	*����	 ��

<�����	
�%�	 ��

����	����	����
����		����	������
��	��	//��&	

��

�&�	����	*� ���	
,��������	

��

��%���	��$������	
	+������(	

��

*��	����������	
*�����	����	

��


�������	��	

�%�	

��


��	���		
,�����������	����	

;	


��	���	�����	 =	


��	���	�����	
���������	

8	

����	*� ���	���(	
�����	��� ������	
�����	

76	

����	*� ���	���(	
�����	��� ������	
�����	���������	

77	

�2	,�������	���	
��	
��	�����	
"2<	

>	

��������� � ���������	

������

	�
����������� � �����������������

��
����� � �������������������

�������� � �������������������

������� � ����������

������

������� � �������������������

������������� � �

�������������

�������������
� �  ���!��������������



"	am thrilled to serve as your VP.  My participation with the Minnesota 
affiliate has provided me several leadership opportunities. I recently 
concluded my term on the Board of Directors and I served as President 
in 2001-2002. I serve on our Conference Planning Committee and we 
are excited to be hosting the 2017 NEHA Region 4 Conference in Min-
neapolis on September 18-21.   

My career began at a one-person, multi-faceted environmental health 
program in rural Minnesota and I am now a Supervisor in drinking wa-
ter for the Minnesota Department of Health. I was honored to serve 
NEHA as the Technical Advisor for water quality from 2010 through 
this year’s AEC. 

Providing a qualified workforce for an ever-expanding EH field and 
recognition of our profession are goals I will work toward. I will also 
further encourage young professionals to get involved at the national 
level. I hope to visit each affiliate in the coming months and welcome 
you to MN in fall ’17. 
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http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/news/features/2016/food-safety-psr.html 
 New Food Indicators 

We encourage you to check out the new reports and would espe-
cially like to draw your attention to a New Food Safety Indicator. 
The indicator measures “state adoption of selected foodborne dis-
ease-related provisions” from the 2013 Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) Food Code. The Food Code is a science-based 
model code states can use to develop or update their food safety 
rules to better prevent illness and outbreaks. The measure covers 
the following Food Code provisions CDC has identified as espe-
cially important in reducing norovirus and other causes of illness 
in restaurants and other retail food establishments: 

 ·        Excluding ill food service staff from working until at least 

24 hours after symptoms such as vomiting and diarrhea have ended. 

·        Prohibiting bare hand contact with ready-to-eat food. 

·        Requiring at least one employee in a food service establishment to be a certified food protection manager. 

·        Requiring food service employees to wash their hands. 

 
We are pleased that our Environmental Health Specialists Network (EHS-Net) contributed to understanding the 
importance of the above practices. EHS-Net is a forum of environmental health specialists working with epide-
miologists and laboratorians providing practice-based research and recommendations to help health departments 
and the food industry reduce risk for outbreaks.	
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The number of new cases of Hepati-
tis A being reported in Hawaii ap-
pears to be slowing, with only five 
additional patients being confirmed 
in the past week. 

However, foodservice workers at res-
taurants and an elementary school 
cafeteria have been confirmed as 
among the 276 victims, spurring pub-
lic health and school officials to urge 
the public and parents to watch for 
symptoms of the infection. It can take 
two weeks to two months for symp-
toms to develop following exposure. 

Of the 276 sick people confirmed as 
part of the outbreak, 68 have had 
symptoms so severe that they re-
quired hospitalization, according to 
the  Hawaii State Department of 
Health. 

 

“We expect to continue seeing new 
cases of Hepatitis A infection 
through at least early October be-
cause of the long incubation period 
for this illness, even though the 
source of the outbreak has been iden-
tified as contaminated scallops,” 
State Epidemiologist Dr. Sarah Park 
said in a recent news release. 

The implicated scallops — frozen 
and packed in the Philippines in No-
vember 2015 — were served raw by 
Genki Sushi restaurants on Oahu and 
Kauai. Illnesses began in June, or 
earlier, with the most recent victim 
logged by the state having become ill 
on Sept. 15.  

Source: http://www.foodsafetynew 
s.com/2016/09/hepatitis-a-count-hits-
276-including-school-cafeteria-
worker/#.V-g-nvArJhE 

Thank you to friends and members of the Nebraska Environmental Health 
Association who made generous contributions to be sent to the San Bernar-
dino Health Department to support those who lost loved ones in the tragic 
shooting.  

Your generosity raised $291.  NEHA added an additional $250 making the 
NEHA total contribution $541. CEHA closed the SB Strong Fund July 1, 
2016 after raising $50,708.15. Which is amazing considering their goal was 
$14,000.   

More information about the fund can be found at: http://www.ceha.org/
pages/san-bernardino-strong 
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Dear NEHA, 
  
I am reaching out to you because the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) believes the Nebraska Environmental Health 
Association has a significant influence in schools throughout the 
state of Nebraska. EPA has been helping schools provide healthi-
er learning environments by adopting a smart, sensible, and sus-
tainable approach to pest control called Integrated Pest Manage-
ment, or IPM. 

  
Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, emphasizes pest prevention and practical strategies to eliminate sources 
of food, water, and shelter that attract and sustain pests. The Agency supports IPM because it is effective in 
managing pests and it creates a healthier learning environment for students and school personnel by reducing 
the unnecessary exposure to pesticides. Our goal is that IPM will be the standard approach to managing pests in 
all of the nation’s schools. To help schools meet the demand for IPM, we are providing how-to information, 
including: 
 
· Publications such as the Business Case for School IPM and the Model Pesticide Safety and IPM Guidance 

Policy for School Districts 
· Monthly webinars on school IPM topics 
· A compelling case on the health benefits of IPM implementation in schools 
· IPM training for all segments of the school community from the University of Arizona 
· An easily accessible online School IPM information repository 
· An assessment of the economics of School IPM (coming in 2018) 
 
If you would like more information  on School IPM, you can: 
· Reach out to me (your EPA Regional School IPM Coordinator), or EPA’s Center of Expertise for School 

IPM (school.ipm@epa.gov����� -EPA-SIPM) 
· Visit EPA’s School IPM Website (https://www2.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools) 
· Participate in our monthly School IPM webinar series for helpful information on starting and improving 

your IPM program. 
  
We are prepared to assist you in reaching out to your members and providing additional IPM information and 
guidance. 
  
Mark K. Lesher, B.S., M.S. 
Environmental Scientist/Entomologist 
EPA Region 7 Bed Bug Contact 
FIFRA R7 DSO & School IPM Coordinator 
Toxics and Pesticides Branch 
Water, Wetlands, and Pesticides Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219 
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NEHA News for Affiliate Environmental 
Health Associations 

NEHA is planning a pre-conference workshop for affiliate officers at the 2017 
NEHA AEC in Grand Rapids, Michigan.   Affiliate officers can make plans to 

attend a pre-conference workshop on Sunday, July 9, 2017 specifically designed to share information and tools 
that will help affiliate officers manage their associations. 

Professional Development – NEHA 2016 AEC and HUD Healthy Homes Conference Recorded Sessions.   
For those unable to attend the NEHA 2016 AEC and HUD Healthy Homes Conference, presented by Green & 
Healthy Homes Initiative in San Antonio, continuing education hours can be earned by viewing the recorded ses-
sions from the conference.  View the recorded sessions anytime or any place from your desktop and choose 
those of interest to you to meet the education requirements you need.    Attendees of the conference automatically 
get FREE access to all recorded sessions to view sessions they may have missed.  The sessions are also available 
to individuals who did not attend the conference.  More than 24 hours of continuing education is available for on-
ly $149/member or $249/nonmember.  - See more at: http://neha.org/aec/recorded-
sessions#sthash.hmsrf4wR.dpuf 

Advocacy - New NEHA Blog Entry: Health Impact Assessment and Environmental Health.   Did you know 
that we have a blog dedicated to the environmental health professional? NEHA’s “A Day in the Life of an EH 
Professional Blog” is a place to share ideas and cultivate discussion on the work and topics important to the pro-
fession. The most recently posted blog, Health Impact Assessment: A New Way to Look at EH, is authored by 
NEHA’s Dr. Sandra Whitehead and discusses a new tool that can help the profession. Check it out and share your 
thoughts! 
 
NEHA Praises Proposed Environmental Health Bill Introduced by Rep. Brenda Lawrence (D-MI).  NEHA 
fully supports proposed landmark legislation, the Environmental Health Workforce Act of 2016, H.R. 5543, 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5543, introduced by Representative Brenda L. Lawrence 
(D-MI), and co-sponsored by Representatives Conyers (D-MI), and Kildee (D-MI).  This bill will ensure that 
there is a consistent set of guidelines and standards for the training and education of environmental health profes-
sionals across the nation. 

Currently, only 28 states require a credential for environmental health workers.  “Credentialed environmental 
health practitioners, where they exist, have strong science degrees, routinely partner with the regulated communi-
ty, and understand cultural sensitivities because they live in the communities in which they serve. These valuable 
workforce characteristics help ensure a healthy and prosperous society,” said David Dyjack, NEHA Executive 
Director and CEO.  “We are thrilled that Reps. Lawrence, Kildee, and Conyers recognize the incredibly important 
work of environmental health professionals for the health of our nation’s citizens. This legislation will save mon-
ey, save lives, and protect our children’s future.”  Given the diversity and complexity of recent environmental 
health issues that have been a high priority for public safety – lead contaminated drinking water, food tainted with 
E. coli, and potential outbreaks of Zika virus, this legislation is a key component to ensuring a highly skilled 
workforce to find the best solutions and protect future generations of Americans. 

NEHA Membership - Join NEHA and be part of an organization that fosters cooperation and understanding 
among environmental health professionals.  Receive 10 issues of the Journal of Environmental Health (JEH) 
and find out why subscribers from some 53 countries around the world go to the Journal to stay current on the lat-
est technological, legal, and research-based advancements in environmental health.  Be proficient in the current 
and emerging issues with NEHA credentials, which signify a level of expertise and competency based on educa-
tion and experience that is nationally recognized.  NEHA members receive discounts on credential exam and 
renewal fees, have access to free NEHA e-Learning sessions, receive discounts for the NEHA AEC, the premiere 
environmental health education conference where you can network and learn with the best in your field.           
Advance Your Career with a NEHA Credential 
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7:45 – 8:30 am Registration 

8:30 – 8:35 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 

8:35 – 8:45 am Mat Habrock, Nebraska Department of Agriculture Assistant Director   

8:45 – 9:45 am Emerging Trends in Foodborne Illness Outbreak Investigations in Nebraska 

9:45 – 10:45 am 
Emerging Drug Trends & Gang Signs 

10:45 – 11:00 am Break 

11:00 – 12:00 pm 
Zika Virus  

12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch, NEHA Business Meeting and NEHA Awards 

1:15 – 2:15 pm 
Case Study: a Mumps Outbreak in Nebraska 

2:15 – 3:15 pm 
Heavy Metals and Other Contaminants in Drinking Water 

3:15 – 3:30 pm Break 

3:30 – 4:00 pm 
Discussion of the Pool Water Tester  Permit Requirement at LLCHD 

4:00 – 4:30 pm 
Mold as an Indoor Air Nuisance 

4:30 - 4:45 pm Closing Comments and Raffle 
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Anna Carlson, PhD, Dr. Carlson’s research used Listeria monocytogenes and her work gained insight into the hy-
giene hypothesis extending to infectious diseases transmitted through foods.  Dr. Carlson became passionate about 
public health after completing the CDC and Prevention’s Emerging Infectious Disease Fellowship. She recently 
joined the Nebraska Department of Human Health and Services in 2015 where she is currently the state’s Food-
borne Disease Epidemiologist and coordinates the enteric disease surveillance program.   
  
Jeremy Schwarz, Deputy Schwarz is a patrol deputy with the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office and a certified 
Drug Recognition Expert. Deputy Schwarz began his law enforcement career with the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
office in 2001. Deputy Schwarz served in the United States Marine Corps.  Deputy Schwarz is currently assigned to 
the patrol division and is the Sheriff’s Office Team Leader for the Tactical Response Unit, Coordinator for Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction personal protection program and the senior member to the Sheriff’s Office section of the 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Metro Clandestine Laboratory team.  
 
Alice Wang , PhD,  is an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer in the US Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s National Center for Environmental Health and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
(NCEH/ATSDR). As a CDC disease detective, she has assisted in several CDC responses including: cholera out-
break response in Tanzania, the Flint water crisis response, and more recently the international Zika response.  Dr. 
Wang has worked on a wide variety of topics in environmental health, including water/sanitation/hygiene and dis-
aster preparedness and response. She has worked with USAID and UNICEF in testing drinking water quality in 
Cambodia, Peru, Liberia, and Tanzania.  
 
Blake Hendrickson, MPH, is the vaccine-preventable disease (VPD) epidemiologist for the Nebraska DHHS. In 
this role, he works with local health departments and the CDC to perform case-based disease surveillance and man-
age disease outbreaks. Most recently this included a mumps epidemic that began in Fremont, Nebraska and subse-
quently spread across Eastern Nebraska. Blake’s work has involved both communicable and non-communicable 
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with the state health department in Lincoln. 
 
Howard Isaacs, is Administrator for the Office of Drinking Water and Environmental Health. Howard is responsi-
ble for carrying out the responsibilities of the Nebraska Safe Drinking Water Act, which deals with Public Water 
Supply Systems. The Drinking Water Program currently has 32 staff within the Monitoring and Compliance, the 
Engineering Services, and the Field Services sections which deal with approximately 1342 water systems. Water 
Well Standards and Environmental Health sections currently have 12 staff members. These folks deal with a multi-
tude of areas such as: with domestic wells and septic systems, inspections of swimming pools, daycare centers, 
food establishments, mobile home parks, etc. 
 
Joel Christensen, is the Vice President of Water Operations for the Metropolitan Utilities District of Omaha. As 
Vice President of Water Operations, Joel is responsible for the operation of a public water supply system that 
serves over 200,000 customers and has a capacity of 320 million gallons per day.  The Water Operations Depart-
ment has about 150 employees including engineers, chemists, biologists, and a wide variety of trades. 
 
 Karl Dietrich, REHS, has worked for the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department since 2012. The last three 
years he has served as the lead for the public swimming pool program. In that time he has received certification as a 
Registered Environmental Health Specialist from the National Environmental Health Association and Aquatic Fa-
cility Operator from the National Recreation and Park Association. 
  
Kathy King, REHS, has worked for the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department since 2005. She has served 
as the lead indoor air specialist since 2010. Kathy is a past fellow of the Environmental Public Health Leadership 
Institute and member of the board of directors of the Nebraska Environmental Health Association.  






